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KIMBERLEY SCIENCE AND CONSERVATION STRATEGY 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [2.06 pm]: The protection of the magnificent 
Kimberley region is one of the greatest community and government responsibilities at this time. The Kimberley 
is a region with incredible natural values, and is one of the world’s last remaining wilderness areas. It has a rich 
and living Aboriginal culture. The Liberal–National government has delivered on its election commitment to 
develop a strategy that recognises the Kimberley’s significance, the challenges facing the region and the region’s 
economic importance, and has set a path to conserve its important natural and cultural values. 

The Kimberley science and conservation strategy is the government’s bold vision for the Kimberley’s long-term 
conservation. This is one of the most substantial conservation initiatives in Western Australian history, befitting 
of a region of such significance. A centrepiece of the strategy is the Kimberley wilderness parks, which will 
include the state’s largest interconnected system of marine and terrestrial parks. Four new Kimberley marine 
parks will protect 48 per cent of Kimberley coastal water, and will almost treble the area of marine parks and 
reserves in WA. On land, Prince Regent Nature Reserve has already been converted to an A-class national park 
to provide the highest level of protection to this internationally recognised area. 

Significant Kimberley islands will be managed, in partnership with traditional owners, as conservation arks to 
protect plants and animals threatened on the mainland. A conservation reserve corridor will be promoted 
between Prince Regent River and Drysdale River to connect existing parks, also in partnership with traditional 
owners. The strategy takes a landscape approach to conservation to manage threats caused by fire, feral animals 
and weeds across property boundaries. With all these initiatives come opportunities for Aboriginal people to be 
involved and employed in managing lands. Central to the strategy is the opportunity for Aboriginal people to 
jointly manage the new marine and terrestrial parks. 

Already we have had positive discussions with traditional owners to progress concepts in the strategy. The recent 
consent determinations in the north Kimberley in the Dambimangari and Uunguu native title claims provide a 
platform for the negotiation of key initiatives in those areas. We will continue to engage with traditional owners 
to ensure that the opportunities that flow from the strategy are realised. The government currently has before this 
house of Parliament the Conservation Legislation Amendment Bill 2010, which will provide the legal 
mechanism for joint management to occur, and I commend the bill to the house as a significant step forward. 

The strategy also recognises the opportunity for the Kimberley to become Australia’s premier nature and 
culture–based tourism destination, with a significant investment in tourism initiatives. The Kimberley science 
and conservation strategy sets a long-term vision, but is action oriented and funded into the longer term, with 
many initiatives ready to commence immediately. New strategy initiatives worth more than $41 million have 
been announced. In total, $63 million over five years is committed for planning and implementation. The 
strategy is founded on the major themes raised through an extensive community consultation process led by 
former Senator Hon Chris Ellison. It is particularly pleasing to see the positive response that the strategy has had 
from the community, including environmental and industry peak bodies. The strategy will be delivered through 
partnerships. I welcome interested groups and individuals to play a part in protecting this magnificent region. 
 


